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     Dear friends, I would like to share with you a Little bit about my life here in St. Louis 
and how I am adapting.  

I continue to study English at St. Charles Community College (although I have  
reduced the frequency because of my job), learning each day about my work that I am with  
CALMS, arranging the last details of my wedding with Diane, among other things. 

Nevertheless, between all of these duties, there is also time to enjoy a little weekly 
                                                                       Bible study with friends.   Every Tuesday at  
                                                                       8 pm I meet with my friends Jeremy, Michael,  

      Matthew, and Todd to study Revelation. For an 
      hour to and a half, we study the Bible, laugh,  
      talk and strengthen our friendship. 

                                                                        These meetings also help us prepare  
      to participate in a mission trip together. Dr.Todd, 

                                                                       Dr.Michael and Jeremy have gone on several 
                                                                       Mission trips. Dr. Michael went to Belize and  

      Guatemala, Dr.Todd to Belize and Haiti, and  
      Jeremy to Belize.   What is more, they will go  
      again this year – Dr. Michael and Jeremy to  
      Belize and Dr.Todd to Haiti.                    

   
     We pray to God that our plans work out and we trust that God will guide us to make   
the best decisions. We also ask you to include us in your prayers, as your support is really 
important. 
   

    “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing… 
      teaching...”  (Mt 28:19). 

             
About My Wedding  

 

      November 20th, 2007 was my Civil Wedding in Zacapa, Guatemala. But for Diane and I, something was missing; the 
blessing of God. Therefore, since we decided to get married in Guatemala, our idea was that when we had the first 
opportunity to be together again, we would get married at church to receive God's  
blessing. 
       On June 06th, 2009, we will have our wedding at Messiah Lutheran Church in  
Weldon Spring, MO. 
      People from around the world, including from Mexico, the Dominican Republic, 
France, Colombia, Brazil and the USA (of course) will enjoy this big day with us. 
       I cannot forget to mention my family and friends that will not be able to come,  
but I know they will be with us in spirit and prayers.  
  Looking back, in light of everything that happened up to now, we have all the 
certainty that God was with me and Diane throughout this process. 
      Thank you a lot to each of you for your love, prays, relationship, and gifts. With  
all the words I can say that I am the happiest man in the world, because I am serving  
the Lord next to my wife, Diane.          
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�� Making a database of the 
people who have received a 
house in Guatemala through 
CALMS 

 

�� Helping Ramiro Peñate 
(our coordinator in 
Guatemala) make a contract 
with each person that 
received a house 

 

�� Taking a training class 
online on how to upload data 
onto the CALMS web site  

 

�� Exploring opportunities for 
each short-term team that 
wants to go to Guatemala 

 

�� Working to help grow the 
Housing Program in 
Guatemala 

 

�� Consulting with partners in 
the USA and Central 
America. 

 

 

Diane and I in front of the Restaurant El 
Establo, Zacapa, where we got married. 

From the left: Jeremy, me, Dr. Michael, Dr. 
Matthew, & Dr. Todd�



                                         Our Partners in Guatemala  
                                                     Our Housing Program in Guatemala has several local partners that help us very             
                                             much. These partners can be institutions or people. Let me start by talking about the  
                                                 people. One of our partners is Ramiro Peñate. Ramiro is our   
                                                 Housing Program Coordinator. He especially helps us by doing 
                                     the socio economic study, making the housing plan and coordi-  
                                                 nating the construction. Sometimes, he helps us with logistical  
����� � � ����������� things. Anyone who has worked with Ramiro in Guatemala before, 
����� �����                                knows what kind of a good man he is and how well he serves God. 
����� � � ���������������            Other partners that we have are the local pastors where  

           we build�houses. For example, Rev. Luis Jasinto. He is the Pastor of  

     the Resurection Lutheran Church in Gualán.  
    He has participated in several housing projects already and is 
    preparing to participate in some more this year. 

                                                                                                  Local pastors and the Housing Program Coordinator are 
     good partners and work together to help poor people in their  
     communities that need houses.  
     Also, they are good missionaries.  
     Together, they are a great team. 

        Other important team members are the local congregations. They are local con- 
gregations that are well established in their society and know their members well.  
The most important roles that local congregations have include being present in their  
society, participating in the mission work and giving continuity to the projects that  
have been started. 
         This is an example of how we work in Guatemala. First of all, we contact the  
local pastor, and then Ramiro. After that, we start the construction planning  
process and involve the local congregations in the plans. 
          For two years we have been working this way and have built 18 houses. It was 
possible because we respect each part of the program and value the relationships  
in our mission work. 
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· Pray: for our partners in Belize, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Panama, Dominican  

Republic and Venezuela.                                                                                                                   
· Short-Term Teams: you can participate in a Mission Trip of 7 to 10 days in  

one of the countries we mentioned before. Through these trips you can build relation- 
ships, share the Gospel, work as a partner and equip local leaders. 

· Support the ministry financially: you can provide scholarships for children,  
support special projects to plant new churches and train national workers. You can  
also provide regular support for me and other workers through your loving gifts to  
CALMS’ Circle of Friends. (See address above).   
 
                                             What does CALMS do?  
        1. Share God’s word;                              7. Equip Leaders;  
        2. Prayer for God’s Mission;                    8. Work as a partner; 
        3. Build Relationships;                             9. Build Houses; 
        4. Sponsor a Child;                                 10. Demonstrate Human Care; 
        5. Use Talents;                                        11. Give Medical Help;       
        6. Teach Vacation Bible School;             12. Plant Healthy Churches;      
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�� ���� �- For the Lutheran Church 
in Guatemala and their leaders 

�� ���� ��  For the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Panama and 
their leaders 

�� ����	
 - For the Lutheran 
Church in El Salvador and their 
leaders 

�� ���
�
���  – For the Lutheran 
Missionaries and national workers 
in the  
Dominican Republic. 

�� ��
����  – For the new church  
we are planting in Belize 

�� ����
���� – for the short-term 
team that CALMS and 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Panama will be sending to help 
begin new work in Costa Rica 

�� ����
���� – For the Lutheran 
Church in Nicaragua.  
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Lic. Ramiro Peñate 

Rev. Luis Jasinto 
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Ana Maria, from Gualán, will receive a 

house in June. 

��������	
��
����������� �

���������      

��������
������������
�

T���������������� ���

!�"�����
��"
#
��"
���$ �����������������������������������������������


