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God’s Transforming Power in Our Lives...

The older | get, the more thankful | am that Gdd/erd tells it like it is. In the pages of
Holy Scripture, we see example after example avdéldhuman beings who struggled
with their own sin and the effects of other peopleh. We also see examples of amazing
people of faith who were willing to recognize amkaly share their struggles.



That great missionary, St. Paul, for example, walingy to recognize things as they were
in his own life. He acknowledged the pain of lifedaunderstood that where failure reigns
and despair rules, God is able to work.

In 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, Paul revealed his battéreart. “We do not want you to be
uniformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffereéhe province of Asia. We were
under great pressure, far beyond our ability tauemdso that we despaired even of life.
Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death

To help us understand what Paul was saying, hérevisthe “Message” translation puts
it: “It was so bad we didn’t think we were goingrt@ake it. We felt like we'd been sent
to death row and that it was all over for us.”

What could have happened in Asia that left Padirfgeso troubled? Was it illness, a
mob attack or betrayal by a friend?

Paul’'s words help us acknowledge that there aregiim our lives when it looks like the
end. The hard times strip away false pretenseseushl our vulnerability. The difficult
times make us open to God’s transforming poweninlives.

Paul knew what we must learn. God'’s transformatvork in our lives does not begin
with us, but with him. God is the one who delivess We can not always solve our own
problems no matter how much money we have or hoshrfiself-help” we may be able
to muster.

This young father of four children was paralyzedtaf falling out of a tree about six
months ago. Since he can’t work, the whole famityugygles to survive.

On my most recent trip to Guatemala in Octobeaw sxample after example of lives
that were under great pressure—where | could nagine how the people involved were
going to make it. But in the midst of so much sriffg, | also saw people who knew they
were at the end of their rope and were consequeidy open to being rescued by a
loving God.



For example, irCampanario La Avanzadaa village of about 1,000 people near the city
of La Union, where the most lives were lost in last year's deating landslides, we
visited the local school where we talked with tivector and teachers. There were
around 270 students in the primary school crowdénltiwo normal-sized class rooms
and were spilling into the hallways and even aagjerroom.

Unlike most schools where so many kids that clogether would result in a lot of noise,
we were surprised by how quiet it was. A few kidstloe playground were not playing
but were standing around silently watching us. dinector told us that the kids were
severely malnourished and most only had “tortillastl beans and usually only for two
meals each day. Amazingly, she also reported ffegtdid not get regular vitamins from
the government and that her requests for supptidsrere room at the school went
unheeded.

In the same village, we met a single mother whasband had died in the land-slide a
year earlier, leaving her to raise her eight ckitdincluding a year-old baby who was
born around the time she lost her husband.

Down the street, we met a young father in a wheairsurrounded by his four small
children and wife. He had fallen out of a treersianths earlier while cutting wood and
was now paralyzed from the waist down. Unable tokwbe is now dependent upon his
poor neighbors and family.

At the end of my October trip, | asked the teanmfi@ainesville, Georgia with whom |
was traveling to share some of their reactionsiécstruggles we saw along the way.

Here’s what one person told me, “In spite of thiéesing so many people endure, or
perhaps because of it, so many Guatemalan peopheetveeemed very open to God’s
work in their lives. They seemed to understandebetian us self-sufficient Americans,
that they really need God to rescue them from tthi#ficult circumstances.”

Another team member added, “Recognizing how bles&edre both materially and
spiritually, we can’t help but respond with lovedastompassion to the needs we saw.
And while we can’t begin to respond to all the reeede can bring God’s Good News
and demonstrate to some that we know we have aMBoctares!”

In God'’s Service,

Pastor Steve Hughey
~ <
. St ey hagy

CALMS’ Executive Director



This young mother of eight children lost her husbdrin the devastating landslides that
destroyed over 50 houses in the village of Campaméia Avanzada near La Union,
Guatemala. Now she has no one to provide for hanfly.

These children, among 270 children attending prinyaschool in the village of
Campanario La Avanzada, must sit in the dark hallywaf a crowded school building
built to serve around sixty children.

Soccer Balls: Symbols of Hope in the Midst of Suffeng

During a recent mission trip to Guatemala, six meralof Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Gainesville, Georgia led by Pastor Benpiagave out new soccer balls to
children who lived in struggling situations.



| came to see the soccer balls as a symbol of tofheese kids and their families. Here’s
a photo essay that captures better than any wondghis team of God’s ordinary people
shared in word and deed the “hope” that surpadskaraan understanding.

Left: This young boy, one of over 250 children inshschool, holds a busted soccer
ball—a symbol of the extreme poverty in this moumaillage that has seen so much
loss—a loss of lives, livelihood and childhood.

Right: The school director in this photo holds ormé several new soccer balls that the
CALMS’ mission team from Gainesville, Georgia gateethe school for the children.

This young man, Selvin, a member of Resurrectiontheran Church (lglesia
Luterana La Resurreccion) in Gualan, received a néwuse in September and a
soccer ball in October. One way he is able to shiaieown gratitude for all that God is
doing in his life is by helping the dozens of neigdrhood children in Los Limones — a
poor community of around 400 families, play socdegether.



This young boy holds a new soccer ball presenteablyOctober CALMS team. Like
thousands of children in Guatemala, he is now beirgjsed by his grandmother. She
told us, “He really needs a man in his life sincestfather and mother are in the United
States working to send money home to help feedcthidren. Unfortunately,” she
added, “they are unable to send very much now bessaaf the economic down-turn in
the USA.”

Pray for Us...

Pray for Sonia Corddn, a single mom and memb@&iwahe Savior Lutheran Church
(lglesia Luterana El Divino Salvador) in Zacapaa@mala, who received some house-
warming gifts from team member Pamela Jovaag,eatiéidication of her new home.
Thank God for the generosity of Pamela’s congregatood Shepherd Lutheran



Church, Gainesville, Georgia who worked with CALNMShelp this young woman and
her child!

Ask the Lord of the Harvest to bless the familyya$é Antona blind member of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church (Iglesia Luterana Santisifmmidad) in La Trementina, near
Zacapa, Guatemala shown in this picture. Prayif@eiGALMS’ team from Washington,
Missouri, who will be finishing this family’s newoluse and helping the congregation in
Guatemala with a VBS and medical outreach in dddyember.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would guide CALMS’ leadkip team as they seek to respond
to the many needs in the village@mpanario La Avanzaga mountain village in
Guatemala devastated by last year’s landslidestiAeskord of the Harvest, to provide
laborers to help build new houses, bring healthteeading to the many sick people and
to bless plans to build a new community centeretip provide needed community
services such as extra class room space for tlag@ischool.



Thank God for the weekly children’s outreach atdleic in Amatitlan, led by Dr.

Abdiel Orozco, pastor of Mighty Fortress Lutheramu@h (Iglesia Luterana Castillo
Fuerte) and the congregation’s youth group. Ask @®daless the new adult Bible class at
the clinic so that more and more people might ctorlenow and serve Jesus as Savior
and Lord!



