
 

 

 

Summary Report of CALMS Response to Flood in Gualan, 
Guatemala  

1. Over 200 families lost their homes and possessions in the flood in Gualan. 
15 families related to the church were affected by the flood and lost 
houses. Five are members of the congregation and 10 are not members, 
but include children who attend the church and youth programs.  

2. 29 children at the school were affected directly by the disaster. Among the 
29, 20 lost beds, furniture, etc. and nine lost their houses and all their 
belongings.  

3. 127 families are still living in shelters in the city of Gualan. 
4. The mayor and city leaders in Gualan agreed to give the people who lost 

houses near the river, land on which to build a new house if they have a 
way to rebuild. It is on this city land that CALMS is presently building 
new homes for the affected families.  

5. To date, Pastor Luis Jasinto and his congregation have provided shelter for 
families, helped with food distribution, cleaning of houses that were 
flooded, sending emails to family members in other cities regarding their 
loved ones, coordinating with CALMS and other organizations like 
LCMS World Relief and Lutheran Hour Ministries to provide assistance.  

6. The Lutheran Church in Zacapa gave food, soap, etc. to the 15 families 
related to the church. 

7. The retaining wall of the new school in Gualan was destroyed and will 
need to be rebuilt. CALMS has recruited a volunteer engineer who is 
assessing the damage to the retaining wall and foundation at the new 
Lutheran school and will be providing technical advice and plans to 
recruit a future short-term team to help in the reconstruction.  

8. CALMS will have completed eight houses by July 9 and is planning to 
build at least 30 by the end of September with funding received to date. 
As we receive more funds, we will continue to build yet more houses to 
help those who lost their homes in the flood. 



9. The total cost of each house like the wooden houses we are building for 
those who lost their homes in the flood is $1,500 and includes materials, 
local labor, latrine and paint.  

10. Donations to help CALMS build additional wooden houses can be sent to 
CALMS at our accounting office % T. Brickler Accounting and Tax, 325 

N. K IRKWOOD RD., SUITE 200, ST. LOUIS, MO  63122-4042. 
 
 

 

This new CALMS’ house is an example of one of the new wooden structures built by 
CALMS on a concrete slab for a total cost of $1,500 including latrine and paint. 
Families who lost their homes are very happy to have a house like this.  Since we are 
able to build four of these houses for he same amount of money as one concrete house, 
we are shifting from constructing concrete houses to wooden houses for a few months 
to help meet the need by those still living in shelters and in over-crowded conditions 
with family and friends.  



 

 

Local workman and volunteers Gloria Dei Lutheran Church raise the walls for one of 
the first houses built by CALMS to replace those destroyed in the flood.  

 

 

One of the first of the new wooden houses built by CALMS and dedicated on June 17, 
just a few weeks after the disaster, went to the family of Doña Herlinda Esquivel 
(wearing pink shirt)—a family of six people.� 
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The above list was prepared by Pastor Luis Jasinto and his congregation based on the criteria we 
agreed upon including:  
 

1) Lost their house in the flood 
2) Living in a shelter or with another family in crowded conditions. 
3) Agree not to sell the dwelling. 
4) Special situations such as single mothers and widows to get higher priority.  
5) Offered land in Los Limones by the city and willing to move to that area.  



NOTE: Pastor Luis and the congregation are adding more names to the above list so that 
CALMS can continue building more houses with funds already donated by your 
congregations and individuals.  
 
Plans Used for Constructing Wooden Houses  
 

  
 
 
 
List (as of June 30, 2010) of the churches that have donated funds for relief to build 
a wooden (temporary) homes. 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Houston, TX – $4,300.00 
 
Carmel Lutheran Church, Carmel, IN - $2,000.00 
 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Gainesville, FL – $1,160.00 
 
First Immanuel Lutheran Church, Cedarburg, WI – $6,856.30  
 
Cross Roads Community Church, Naperville, IL - $3,000 �
 
Funds sent (as of June 15) to Guatemala for Construction of Wooden Houses: 
$13,200  
 
A special thanks to Ramiro Penate, Denny Noh, Pastor Luis and Pastor Miguel for their 
great cooperation and a lot of hard work in responding so rapidly to this latest disaster in 
Guatemala! 
 
B. Steve Hughey, Executive Director, CALMS, email: calmsdirector@calms.org  


